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and Saviour J das Chrift, and are not in dignity equal to 
him. Hooker y b. ii, f, 6. 

2. Grandeur of mien; elevation of afpefh 

Some men havrf a native dignity* which will procure them 
more regard by a look, than others can obtain by the moft 
imperious commands. Gydgrijfa* 

4 # Advancement; preferment ; high place* 

l 1 'after than Ipring-timc fhow’rs comes thought on thought. 
And not a thought but thinks on dignity. Shake]. Henry VL 

For thole of old. 

And thefe late dignities heap’d up to them, 

ShakefpearP $ Macbeth* 

4. [Among ecclefiafticks* ] By a dignity wc underftand that pro- 
motion or preferment to which any jurifdiftion is annexed. 

Aylijfcs Parergm. 

5. Maxims ; general principles ; xvpal StJaL 

The faiences concluding from dignities^ and principles 
known by thcmfelves, receive not fuE faction from probable 
reafons, much lets from bare and peremptory afeyerations. 

Br wrfs Pulgar Ernmrs t Ik 1 * r, 7. 

6. [In aftrology*] The planet is in dignity when it is in any 
fign. 

Djgno'tion. n. f [from digntfco 9 Lat*] Diftinftion; diftin- 
guifhing mark. 

That temperamental dignrdhns*, and conjefture of prevalent 
humours, may be colxfted from fpots in our nails, wc are not 
averfe to concede. Biinotts Vulgar Err cur*? b* v* c. z 1 - 

To DIGRESS, iz ?h [digrejjhs 7 Latin.} 

1. To turn out of the road. 

2* To depart from the main defign of a difeourfe, or chief 
tenonr of an argument. 

In the purfuit of an argument there is hardly room to 
digrefi into a particular definition, as often as a man varies 
the lignification of any term- N Locke* 

3* To wander; to expatiate. 

It feemeth, to digrefs no farther, that the Tartas fans, fp read- 
ing fo far, cannot be the i fra el ices. Brernvood. 

4. To go out of the right way, or common track ; to tranf- 
grefs; to deviate. 

1 am come to keep my word. 

Though In fume part am forced to digreji* 

Which at more lei fure I will fo cxcule 
As you fhall well be fatisfied. Shak* E tuning of the Shrew* 
Thy noble Chape is but a form of wax, 
jyigrejjing from the valour of a man. Shak. Romeo and 'Juliet* 
DfGRE'ssiON, thf [digrejjf Latin.] ^ 

1. A paffage deviating from the main ten our or delign of a 
difeourfe. 

The good man thought fo much of his late conceived com- 
monwealth, that all other matters were but digrejfw ns to 
him* Sidney* b t i* 

He, £fae knew, would intermix 
Grateful digrejiions, and folve high difputc 
With conjugal careflcs. Ah it on s Par&difc Lojl, b. vlin 

Here feme digreffim I muff make, E accufb 
Thee, my forgetful and ungrateful m ufe. Denham* 

To content and fill the eye of the underftanding, the belt 
authors fpriftkle their works with pleating dig) ejjions^ with 
which they recreate the minds of their reautrs. LvyL Dufrcjn. 

2. Deviation, 

I he digrefjt ft of the fun is not equal ; but near the cqtii- 
nofthl imerieftions, it is right and greater; near the foi dices, 
more oblique and Idler* Broivsis V tdgar Erroms, y. y L c* 4. 

Dijudica t ;on. *rf, [ dtj uihat A, Latin.} Judicial JiiUncuon. 
Dike. n*f. [bie, Saxon ; dyk t Erie*] 

1. A channel to receive water. 

The dykes are fiHM, and with a roaring found 
The fifing rivers float the nether ground. Dr d. ring, Ge^* 
The ting ot dykes! than whom no fluice of muu 
With deeper fable -blots the hirer flood Pope s Dtmciad. 

2. A mound to hinder inundations, 

God, that breaks up the flood-gates of fo great a deluges 

and all the art and induftry of man is not Sufficient to taife 
up dykes and ramparts againft it. (AivLys Damans. 

To DILAGER ATE. v.a, [dilaarc, Latin.] To tear; to 
rend; Enforce in two. 

The infant, at the accompliihcd period, ftrugghng to come 
forth, di lacerates and breaks thole parts which red rained him 
before. Brown s l tdgar Errours^ h iiL c. r *. 

Diiacer action. [from dilauratto-, Latin*] I he ^ct of 

rending in two, , _ r . 

The greateft fert Brian of pain is by the obflruftion of tnc 

imall veilck, and dilaciraiion of the nervous fibres* 

Ar bat not on Did* 

To Djla'niate. v. tf* \dilanio, Latin.] I o tear ; to rend in 

pieces. „ . 

Rather than they would dilanlate the entrails of their own 

mother, and expofe her thereby to be ravifhed, they met ia 
way in a gallant kind. Howel j Eng,, i un y* 

To DiLATIDATE. 17. a* [dil#piJv> Latin-] To nun ; to 

throw down* 


Dilapidation*, n> f [dilapidutio^ Latin*] The incumbent’s 
fuffering the chancel, or any other edifices of his ecdefiaflicaj 
living, ro go to ruin or decay, by neg!c£ting to repair the 
fame : and it like wife extends to his committing, or fufrehne: 
to be committed, any wilful wafte in or U[>on the glebe-wootlf 
or any other inheritance of the church* AjifjPs PmcryrJ 
J Tis the duty of all church -war duns to prevent the mia*E 
datiotu oi the diancel and manfion-houfe belonging to the 
rector or vicar. Ayliffch Pawgul 

D lataeFlity* tin f* [fro m dilatable^ The quality of ad- 
mitting exrcnfion* 

"U c take notice of the wonderful dUatarUhy or extenftvc- 
nefs of the gullets of ferpents: J have taken two adult mice 
out of the ftomach of an adder, whole neck was not binder 
than my little fingjr. Ray on t eCna ’cn, 

By this continual contraSibility and di lat ability, by diScrei t 
degrees of heat, the air is kept in a conftam motion* Arbuthn. 
Dila'i a ele. adj, [from dilate!) Capable of exteufton. 

The windpipe divides itfdf into a great number of brandies 
called bronchia: thefe end in fmall air-bladders, dilatable and 
contract a Lie, caj^able to be inflated by the ad million of air, 
and to fubfide at die expulfion of It. Arluthmt tn AdmepL 

Dii.ata't jun\ 7 u f [ij|om dilatath^ Latin.] 

1* The act of extending into greater fpaee 

The motions of the tongue, by contraction and dilatation* 
are fo cafy and fo fubtle, that you can Jiardly conceive or 
dtftinguifh them aright* Haider. 

2* T’hc ftateof being extended ; the ftate in which the parts are 
at more diftance from each other. 


Joy caufah a cheerful nds and vigour in the eyes ; Ting- 
ing, leaping, dancing, and fometimes tears: all thefe are the 
effects of the diLtatim? and coming forth of the fpirtts into 
the outwwrd parts, which maker Ii them more lively and 
fllrri n g. Bacon V - a nr ft l L ijlory. 

The image of the fun fhoul J be drawn out into an oblong 
form, either by a di ataiim of every ray, or by any other 
cafual inequality of the refractions, A ewtcifs Opt* Experinu 
To D 1 LAG E. v. a. [dhato, Latin ] 

1 * To extend ; to fpread vm ; to enlarge. 

But ye thereby much greater glory gate, 

T han had ye forted with a prince's peer ; 

For now your light doth more itkll dilate^ 

And in my darknefs gi eater doth appear. Spctipr* 

Satan alarm’d. 


Collefting all his might, diUned flood. 

Like Teneriff, or Atlas, im remov’d, Milton % P aradiji Lojh 

Opener of mine eyes, 

Dim erfl ; dilated fpkits, ampler heart, 

And growing up to godhead : v hich for thee 

Chiefly I fought ; without thee, can defpife Milu Pa. Lojl . 

Through all the air his founding ftriqgs dilate 
Sorrow like that which u uch u our hearts of late, fffyller. 


Prior* 


Prior, 


Diffus'd, it rifes in a higher fpherc ; 

Diales its drops, and fofu-ns into-Bir. 

I mark tfic various fury of the winds; 

Thefe neither feafons "uide, nor order binds : 

"1 hey now dilute-, and now contract their force; 

Various their fpecd. but cndleis i- their couric. 

The fecund refraction would fpre. d the rays one way :is 
much as the tirfl doth another, and (o dilute the image hi 
breadth as much as the fir ft doth in length, . heuiLns 0 }t, 
To relate at large; to tell diffufely and copioufly. 
put he would not endure that wofiil therm 
For to dilute at large ; but urged fore. 

With piercing words, and pitiful impiorc. 

Him hafty to arile. Fairy ^hteett, it. ii. cant. 5. Jim . 37. 

] obfervirtg. 

Took once a pliant hour, and found good means 
To draw from her a prayer of cameft heart. 

That I would all my pilgrimage dilate. 

Whereof by parcels fhe had fumtlhing heard, 

But not diitin&ivcly. Sbahfptarts OiMW. 

oDilaVk. v.n. 
l‘o widen ; to grow wide. 

His heart dilates and glories in his ftrength, 

To fpeak largely and copioufly. 

It mav be behoveful for princes, in matters of “ 

tranfaci the fame pub) ickly, and by them Lives ; or weir mi- 
ni Iters to dilate upon it, and improve their luftre, 

tion or eloquence ot fpccch. ar f*‘ , 

ila'tor. II. j: [from dilate.} That Which widens or e^ten ... 

The buccinaiores, or blowers up ot the cheeks, an 
dilators of the nofe, arc too ftrong in choleric k people- ■ ■ 
H'LATORINESS. w./ [from diluury . j The qual.ty of bang 

dilatory; flownefs; Huggillmcls. Tsrdr, 

-1'LA TORY- *dj- [diiateire, l rench ; di/atanus^latj g&g 
flow.; given to procralKnation ; addicted to oe...v , * • = a 

10 An inferior council, after former tedious Caits 
court, would be but diiatery, anu fo to ittle purpo f 
V/hat wound did ever heal but by degrees . 
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Thou knou fr we work by wif, tind not by witchcraft ; 

A e h.1 w it di pe mb on dibit ory time* S hairy psare s G the* i b - 


Swift* 


Thefe cardinals trifle with me : I abhor 
This dilatory floth, and tricks of Rome, that, Henry V III. 

Dilat ry fut ume plays the jilt 
With the brave, noble, honett, gallant man. 

To throw her felt" away on fools and knaves Otways Orph. 

A dilatory temper commits innumerable cruelties without 

Tfliui " Addijm s SpetiqtoTy Nk 469* 

Di lection, tuf [diUfii&t Latin.] I he a ot ot loving; 
kinditids- 

So free is Cbrift’s d!L J?h>h that the grand condition of mir 
felicity is our belief- Boyd s Seraph. 

Dile'mma. n ji 

j. An argumciit equally conclufive by contrary fiippofitions. 

A young rhetorician applied cc> an (>ld fo ph ill to be taught the 
arc of pleading, and bargained for a certain reward to be 
paid, when he fhmild gain a cauTe. The mafic r fued for his 
reward, and the fcholar endeavoured to elude Ins claim by a 
dilemma : If I gain my cauic, I fhall withold your pay, becaufe 
the judge’s award will fee againft you ; if 1 lolc it, I may with- 
hold i t [ hecaufe l ibail not yet have gained a cauiL Un the 
contrary, fays the mailer, if you gain your caufc, you mull 
p ;t y Hie, becaufe vou are to pay me when you gaif* 1 a cauie ; 
if vou lofe it, vou mu ft pay me, becaufe the judges will 
a iVu rd ft* 

A di etrjna y that blfhop Morton the chancellor ufed, to raife 
benevolence, ionic called hU*fork» and feme his crutch* 

Baum's Henry V ii* 

I h .pc, whole weak being ruin'd is 
Alike if it fuecced, and if it mifs; 

Whom good or ill does equally confound, 

And burn the limns of fate’s niwrra v»ound* 

2* A diincult uf doubtful choice j :i vexatious alternative 
A ilnuig dibnma In a defp’mc cafe ! 

7"o act with infamy, or quit the place. 

A dire didrnnu : ; either way Vm l] ed ; 

If jhes, they write, if friends, they read me dead* Pope. 
Di t ig e n c ?. * n f f didgentijy Latin .] lnd e Iti y ; a Aid u i fy ; 

conftancy in by fin. .Is; continuanrc < T" endtavour ; Unintei- 
mitted applicariun ; the contrary to Ullenefe, 

Do thy diligence to come Ihortly unto me. 2 7 un iv. 9* 
Brethren, give diligu.ee to make yout calling and election 
furc* ^ Ptt* i. 10. 

DI LIGENT. ad), [did gem, Latin.] 

j . Con'lant in application ; perfevering in endeavour; affiduous; 
not idle; not negligent; not lazy* 

Secft thou a man diligent in his bufinefs ? he fliall ft and 
before kings* Prov* xx:i* 29* 

2, Conlfaiiily applied; profccutcd with adlivity and perfeve- 
rance ; afliduous. 

A ml the j 1 idg c s fha II m a ke diligent i n q u i fit i a n * De u 1 r x 1 x * 
Dixie ii s T t L^* r j do, [ r rorn diligent!) V V i th ailiduit y ; w 1 1 h 
heed and pcrfevcraiice ; not carelefly; not idly; not negli- 
gently. 

ir you inquire not attentively and dilige f :tS\ you fhall never 
he .hide todifeern a number of mechanical motions* Bacon. 

i he ancients have d:d_yutly examined in whatt confifls the 
beauty or good pofturcs, Drydens Dufrejnoy, 

D . L 1 . n. f. [ ode, Saxon. ] 

It hath a flciider, fiV-rot, annual root : the leaves are like 
tboft of fennel ; the feeds arc oval, plain, f freaked, and bor- 
dered. 

Di t is rTf-d of feed, which is ripe hi An. ruff, Mortimer* 

DI LU GID* ndj l f di! cidus^ Latin,] 

1. Clear; plain; not opaque, 

2- Clear ; plain ; not obfeure. 

To 1.) i : l C 1 r a t h * v. a [ from dilmidare, Latin, ] To make 
clear or plain \ to explain ; to free from obfeur 'icy. 

I lh:dl not tradacc^or cxienuuic, but explain and dPuudaU, 
according to the cuitom of the anrients. Broutn $ Vu. Err. Pr . 
DiLUcrnA i icn\ n.jn [from di BE da tH] The aft of making 
clear; explanation; EXDoftcion. 

DFLUEN T* ad; {zd.iLiis^ Latin.] Having the power to thin 
and attenuate other matter. 

DAurvr. n.f [from the adjcftive.J That which thbs other 
matt r* 

T here is no real diluent but water : every fluid is diluent, as 
it contains water in it. Arhuihm on Aiiments. 

To DILUTE v. ftn tfiltic, Latin*] 

1* 1 o make thin ; lu atEeuuate by the admixture of other parts. 
Drinking a large dole of diluted tea, as flic was ordered by 
a phyiictan, fee l t - t to bed* Locke* 

I lie aliment ought to be thin to dilute^ demulcent to tem- 
per, or acid to fubdue. Jrbulbmt on Aliments. 

2- 1 a make weak. 

Ii the re l and h hie colours were more diute and weak, the 
dilhmce of the bna m’s wnuld.be Ids thm an inch ; and if they 
Wc.c iTio te intnilc and J 1 1 ! 1, that d -J lance would hs greater 

Newton * Opt. Pro* L Th* r. 

1 he chamber was dark, left thtih colours fhould be diluted 

anti \ ' akened by e mixture oi air, adventitious Ik fit. An ot. 

Vo L. I. 
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Dtlu'te r, n f. [ fr6m dilute . ] That which makes any thing 

trife dvin. * n e 

Water is the only amter* anq the oeff diflblvent cf niou of 

the ingredients uf our aliment* Ar but knot m Aaiiieht>. 

Un., riosn ri, p [dilnih, Lat ] The aft of making any thing 

thin or weak. # * * . 

Oppofite to dVuticn is coagulation, or thickening, which is 

performed by diffipacing the moft liquid pait^ by hc:.t, or by 
liifmuating fume fubftanees, which make the pUrts uf the fluid 
cohere more ftroflgly. Arluthmt or emnientin 

Dim Via N. adj. [from diluvium, Lat.] Relating to th : delude* 


EuppoCc that this dihivian lake feould rife to the mounu n 
,p S in one place, and not diftufc itfeif equally into. II cuun- 
ies about. Burnet s The dry of the Earth* 


i. 


Davies. 


top 

M. adj. eim me, Saxon; dy, Welfb j dew, Erie*] 

Nur having a quick light ; Hut feeing cfcarlv. ^ 

For her true form, how can my Apart difeern. 

Which, dim by nature, art did never clear? 

2* Dull of apprehenhon. 

The underfhnding is dim, 2nd cannot by its natural light 
d I (cover fpiritnal truths, B gcrs s hennons- 

3* Not dearly fe cm; obfeure; Imperfcftly difeovered. 

We might be able to aim at foiue dim and fcemtng con- 
ception, how matter might begin to exift by the power ul that 
eternal firft Being. Locke* 

Something, as dim to our internal view, 

L thus perhaps the caufe uf all wc do. Pope** Epifl* - * 

4, Obftrucung the aft of viilon ; not luminous; fomewhat 
dark* 

Her face right wo nd Tons fair did feern to be, 

That her broad beauty’s beam great brightnefs- threw 
Through tlie dim ihade, that all men might it fee. Fai. ®u* 
To Dim. a. [from the adjeftive.] 

1* To cloud ; to darken ; to hinder from a full perception of 
light, and free exefdfe of viiion. 

As where the Almighty’s lightning brand does light. 

It dims the dazed cycn, and daunts tlie fenfes quite* Fa* 

It hath been obferved b^ die ancients, that much ufe of 
Venus doth dim the fight; anti yet eunuchs, which are unable 
to generate, are ne vert hclcfs alfo atm fiTted. Bacon’s N Hid. 

Every one declares againft himdnds, and yet who aim off is 
not lond of that which dims bis fight? Locke* 

Fyr thee i dim thefe eyes, and fluff this head. 

With aii fuch reading as was never read. Pope s D unci ad. 

2* To make id’s bright ; to obfeure. 

A ff ip that through the ocean wide. 

By conduct of fume liar duth make her way. 

When as a ftorm hath dimuid her iruffy guide. 

Out of her courfc doth wander far aft ray, Spetjir* 

Siffer, have comfort all of us have caufe 
To wail the dimming of our ihiiung Oar ; 

But none can help our harms by wailing them. Shak. B. Ill* 
Thus while he fpake, each pa Iff on di . md his face. 

Thrice chang’d. ^ Mi lions Pmadlfe LoJ} y b* iv* L 1 14* 
DIMENSION* n.jn \_dimoj: Latin*] Space contained in 
any thing; bulk ; extent ; capacity, /c is fcldom ufed but in 
the plural. T^hc three dimLiifious are length, breadth, and depth- 

lie try’d 

The tomb, and found the ffrait dnnenjlvis wide. Drydett. 
My gentleman was meafurhig niy walls, and taking die 
di men flour of the room. Swift. 

D 1 m t Si on LESS* adj. [ from dimenftm . ] W ith out any definite 
bulk* 

Tn they pa EM 

Dimtmfwnhf* through hcav’nly doors. MUittFs Paradfe Lojf, 
DimbT'^ive* adj * \ dimefus^ Latin.] That which marks the 
boundaries or outlines* 

All bodies have their meafure, and their fpaee; 

But who can draw the foul’s din. en five lines ? Davies * 

Di vtu a 1 iGiv. h.j, ^dtfwccttiQ, Latin.] A battle ; the aft of 
fighting; corueft* Dig}, 

Di :a : ni a t to?*'* n. j. fhmidiath, Latin*] The aft of halving ; 
divifiQn into two equal parts* Ditl 

To DIMI NISH, v* n, [diminuo, Lltit(*] 

1. To make It is by abfdilion or dellruftion of any part: the 
op polite to Increafe. 

That we call good which Is apt to caufe or increafle pleafure, 
or dhuinijh pain in us. Loch 

2. Jo impair ; to IcJlen ; to degrade. 

fmpioufl v they thought 
Thee to dimnijhj and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy vvorfhippers. Mitten’s Paradife Led. 

4. I o take any thing from that to which it belongs : the con- 
trary to add. 

Nothing was di minified from the fafety oF the kin» by the 
lmpvifonment of the duke. ' D l 7 . 

Ye lhall not add unto the word which I command fZf 
neither that I you dnmnijh aught from it. /w * 

T ° ffwl 1 N1Sr, ‘ ^ To e row lei's j to be impaired. 

. VV i;,t I had iucreafes rather than dimnijhe* \ and 

thoughts, fuch as they are, come crowding in fo laft upon 

me, that my only difficulty is to chufe or to" reje&. Drjden 

or M . * 

Urcu s 











